
Drobo 4-bay with 2TB protects KnightLight Photographic 

Overview 
For award-winning photographer Azriel Knight, 
photography is both his profession and his passion. 
Capturing images is an important way to document 
a place or an event as it stands in time, but Azriel 
also believes photography offers an escape and 
the perfect medium to express himself. He is a 
dedicated craftsman who constantly strives to master 
the tools and concepts of photography, and has 
more recently developed skills necessary for film 
photography.

“Emotions are captured in how properties are treated, and a person’s memories 
are like patchwork and retrofits in the scenes that I observe through my lens,” 
he says. “I use photography to express myself when words fall short, and after 
having lived in Alberta for most of my life, I have developed a passion for 
documenting and preserving its heritage.”

His Calgary-based company, KnightLight Photographic, specializes in corporate, 
weddings, portraits, events and studio photography. One of the first assets he 
purchased after founding the company in 2009 was a Drobo 4-Bay desktop 
storage solution, and it has been protecting his work and personal files and 
photographs ever since.

Challenge
Azriel needs an ever-growing volume of storage 
capacity, but using a cloud-based storage service 
like Box or Dropbox is not an appropriate option. 
Storing photos on these services’ online public 
servers poses unacceptable risks of service outages 
and even data loss. Additionally, a recurring monthly 
subscription fee that increases as the company’s 
capacity needs also grow is not a 
cost-effective long-term solution.

Azriel wanted to store and manage his files, high-
resolution images, and films locally; so he cobbled 
together a collection of individual hard drives. But 

he worried that if one of those drives failed, the best case scenario would have 
been that he would spend days restoring backups from compact discs, DVDs, or 
flash drives. The worst case scenario would be that those files were lost forever.
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Being a successful business 
owner creates a new set of 
problems. A growing archive of 
high-resolution images takes disk 
space. 

Storing these images in the cloud 
is not a safe option, and making 
backups is a time consuming and 
tedious process. There had to be 
a better option.

KnightLight Photographic owner 
Azriel Knight now uses the Drobo 
4-bay with 2TB of hard disk 
storage to store his large 
collection of high-resolution 
images. 

Azriel no longer worries about 
the safety of his image store. He 
doesn’t perform those tedious 
backups anymore because his 
Drobo with BeyondRaid 
automaticaly protects his data.

        Drobo is easily the 
best investment I made as 
a photographer early on, 
saving me hours, if not days 
worth of data management 
issues and recovery time. 



Solution
Azriel learned about the Drobo 4-Bay while listening to the “This Week in Photography” 
podcast, and says he loved the idea of creating a multi-bay storage system that enabled 
self-redundancy. He also liked being able to create as much storage capacity as he 
needs with only the one-time cost of buying whatever size hard drive he needs. “When 
the Drobo arrived, I plugged it in, it worked like magic,” he says. “I didn’t need special 
software, and even though I had multiple drives it always acted like a single unit. For 
four years I trusted it with my data, going from a database of 433 GB to 2TB in that time. 
Everything hummed along, despite rigorous use, power outages, and the fact the system 
is left powered on for days at a time.”

Like all Drobos, the Drobo 4-Bay is built on the award-winning BeyondRAID technology 
to protect data without any user intervention, even in the event of multiple drive failures. 
Users can even switch from single to dual disk redundancy with a single click of the 
mouse, ensuring enterprise-level dual parity data protection when necessary. If a drive 
happens to fail, Drobo will automatically re-layout the data to return to a protected state 
without disruption.

Results
That’s exactly the situation Azriel encountered one day, and he says the Drobo performed exactly as advertised.

“Coming down to your studio in the morning to see a red light on your Drobo is never 
fun, but it’s nothing as heart-stopping as discovering a stand-alone hard drive won’t 
spin at all, that’s for sure,” he adds. “I knew my data was safe. So I bought a new 
drive and swapped out the bad drive, and just one day later my Drobo was back to 
normal. Just as importantly, I never lost full access to all of my clients’ photos.”

Azriel started using the Drobo with a PC, and has since reformatted it to work with 
Apple’s OS after switching to a Macbook Pro. He currently has 2TB & 1.5TB drives 
in each of the four bays, and leveraging the firewire enables him to work on files 
directly off the Drobo.

In addition to protecting the files and photographs Azriel refers to simply as “precious,” the Drobo has provided 
tangible business cost-savings. The Drobo eliminates the need to waste hours creating and managing multiple 
archives and backups, and as is the case for any business, time is money. Azriel says that Drobo is easily the best 
investment he made as a photographer early on, saving him hours, if not days worth of data management issues 
and recovery time.   
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